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SAMSON 
A TRUE CARDIGAN HERO 

It was a cold and overcast day in the end of
December in 2005.   There was no wind, a rarity in
the very  southwestern corner of Alberta.   A black
and white Cardigan corgi played a large role in a
cowboy’s life.  There had been a chinook, which
brought mixed blessings. The warmer temperatures
were easier on the cattle but hell on the footing as it
did not last long enough to melt everything just long
enough to make the trails very icy.  This can be bad
enough out on the plains but on the very edge of the
Rockies  it can be downright crazy!   

Brian Delinte ranches cattle (Aberdeen
Angus) near Pincher Creek, Alberta.  Brian himself
trains and trials with border collies.  A couple of
years ago he bought a Cardigan corgi named
Samson as a gift to his daughter.  (continued on page 2) 
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Samson was a natural outdoorsdog, and wanted to come along whenever Brian rode out to work 
the cattle.  Brian tried hard to get the corgi to stay home, but he wouldn’t.  One day that paid off 
 Brian was riding a 15 hand, 5-year-old, sorrel gelding with a good start on training, but in 
need of experience.  Checking on the 150 head of Angus yearlings was going to be good 
practice.  Samson, of course, wanted to go, but was sent home a mere 250 yards away.  In his true 
corgi fashion he just went to the edge of the trees and remained “lurking around in case he was 
needed”.  Taking things easy, staying calm and quiet, Brian spotted a yearling in need of some 
doctoring so he threw a long loop and only caught the cow around the top of the head.  The 
yearling went right and the horse went straight, down a hill.  On the ice things went bad in a 
hurry.   As the horse lost his footing and went down.  Brian’s  leg was pinned underneath  and they 
were still skidding down the hill, the bones were not taking this well but the worst was yet to 
come.   A six inch square rock was above the ice and right in the path of the slide.  They both  
went over the rock, but Brian’s leg took most of the force and crumpled.  Finally they came to a 
stop. 
 The horse was not hurt and got to his feet with ease and Brian held on to the Macardie (a 
type of reins) and was dragged a little way.  Horses are used to dragging cows not people in pain.  
When they came to a halt Brian tried to get up but he had no control of his lower leg, it would just 
flop around this way and that.  After a little **’/#@#* language and still holding on to the horse, 
he knew that Samson would be not far away.  He called Samson and sure enough there he was still 
“lurking” on the edge of the bushes.  He came running at the sound of his name, leapt over the 
good leg and onto the broken leg.    ##**’!  That would usually send the dog heading for cover 
but he stayed.  Brian felt he knew there was something really wrong.  With great discomfort he 
removed the spur from the boot on his good leg.  It would not fit around the large corgi neck so 
he slipped it into the collar.  This left it dragging on the ground and bumping into Samson’s legs.  
Brian sent the dog home.  The hardest thing for Samson to do was leave, it was the one command 
that he rarely obeyed.   First Samson went to where the Border Collies were tied up (Samson is 
the only dog never tied up).  It was as if he was trying to get help from the regular cattle dogs.  
Brian could see this going on and yelled at him to go home, he had to encourage him to leave him 
and  the other dogs.  Finally Samson went and climbed the 14 steps, up an open log, icy stairway 
to the deck in front of the house.  There he walked back and forth.  Clunk, clank, clunk, clank 
went the spur on the lumber deck in the front of the house.  
  Brian’s daughter Rae came out at the odd sound  and there was Samson with the spur still 
dangling from his collar as he paced back and forth on the deck.   Spur quickly removed and a 
look out to the fields and meadows.  There was the saddled sorrel gelding but no rider, no dad!  
Rae kept her head and went straight to the horse, caught him up and rode him back to the shed.  
Fired up the four door, ¾ ton diesel truck and out to the field.  She used a stock prod, a window 
washer, and good ole duct tape to put on a field splint.  Brian commented that as soon as the splint 
was put on the pain was less.  With Rae holding the broken, mangled, crushed leg Brian lifted 
himself backwards into the back seat of the truck and off they went to Pincher Creek Hospital.  
Staff cut off his boot but he would not let them cut the sole as then they would not be fixable, 
Cowboys!  Looking at the x-ray ….7 breaks at the rock impact and 2 places above that, Pincher 
Creek recognized that he needed help they could not supply, so he was sent to Lethbridge via a 
bumpy ambulance ride. 
 Brian was in for a wild ride medically.  Morphine for the pain, lots of morphine for lots of 
pain, pin and four screws into the bone, then Compartment Syndrome (no circulation) so they 
lanced open on both sides of his leg to relieve the pressure.  They ended up sewing together the 
inside cut but not the out side.   As Brian was recovering, one of his specialists, making 
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conversation while he examined the leg, put Samson’s role in sharp perspective.  Had Brian taken 
as little as an hour longer to get medical help, his leg would probably have had to be amputated.  
There were so many blood vessels blocked that gangrene would have been likely.  The first 
round of surgery, in fact, was to free up blood circulation, as well as to fit the bones back 
together.   

.It is hard for easterners in the 2000+ decade to realize that there is no cell phone service 
way out in the remote ranchland.  Brian is walking and riding and being regular now, but it was a 
long and arduous go for he and his family.  It had a happy ending thanks to the black and white 
corgi named Samson, who even though he did not go that far was there “lurking” in the bushes 
just when he was needed.  Maybe that is why they insist on being so close?  They do not trust us to 
not get into a fix we cannot get out off. 
 To assess heroism all round, we need some perspective.  Had this accident taken place in 
the 1890s, when Pincher Creek was first settled, Brian would almost certainly have died, after 
several days without medical care for the inevitable gangrene.  A century ago (1906), when 
Pincher Creek became a town, he would have had access to a doctor, but maybe only after a day 
or two.  So he might have lived, but he would certainly have lost the leg.  Fifty years ago his 
survival would not have been in question, and the chances of saving the leg were probably 50-50.  
Today, with the help of an excellent medical system, an alert and quick-witted daughter, a truck 
and good roads, and a small dog who did what was asked, he is walking and riding again after 
only months.   If we could ask the dog, he would probably say what many human heroes say 
afterwards – “Shucks, I just did what seemed right at the time”.   
       Lore Bruder – Pincher Creek AB 
 

NEW TITLE FOR A CARDIGAN ? 
 
FINNSHAVN QUICK AS A WHIP CD BH CGC   HiC(d)  HiC(s)  ADC   AADC  
AGN   FD  FDX  FDCH  FM  FMX  FMCH   earned his BH at a schutzhund trial, and, in 
fact, scored first in his class, over owner Maria Jeffrey’s ‘real’ schutzhund dog, a Belgian malinois.  
BH is a title I have never heard of, so I asked Maria for details.  The text below is copied from a 
website she referred me to.  This sounds like a very practical form of obedience, getting a dog 
ready to be out in big public! 
 
Then I had to ask about all the titles, as I am not ‘up’ on all the initials.  Back when I was a beginner 
we only had show and obedience titles.  Anyway, here is the listing of Whip’s titles, plus the 
organization that awards them: 
CD  (Companion Dog   CKC  [Whip also has the first leg on his CDX]) 
BH  (BegleitHundprüfung   GSSCC..[German Shepherd Schutzhund Club of Canada]) 
CGC  (Canine Good Citizen   [CKC]) 
 HiC(d)  HiC(s)  (Herding instinct certificate Ducks   Sheep) 
ADC   AADC (Agility Dog Canada      Advanced Agility Dog Canada  [ AAC..Agility Association of 
Canada])  
AGN   (Agility Novice [CKC]) 
FD  FDX  FDcH  FM  FMX  FMcH  (Flyball Dog, Flyball Dog Excellent,  Flyball Dog Champion, 
Flyball Master,  Flyball Master Excellent,  Flyball Master Champion   ... NAFA [North American 
Flyball Association]) 
All this says that Whip and Maria have been a busy team. 
Go team, Go! 
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BH RULES 
Traffic steady companion dog test (BH)  
Obedience:BH part A: Total 60 points.(70% must be earned for passing score in order to trial 
for the Schutzhund 1) 
HEELING ON LEAD (15 PTS): 
At the beginning of each trial section, the handlers must report in to the judge in a sportsmanlike 
manner. The handler enters the field with his dog on lead and reports in the basic position. Each 
exercise begins and ends in the basic position. The dog sits straight , on the left side and next to 
the handler, with his right shoulder blade at knee height. Taking of this position is allowed only 
once per exercise. From this position, at the judges signal, comes the building up of all the 
obedience exercises. The handler must show a minimum of 10 paces before the for the 
performance of the exercises. Dog and handler will walk approximately 40 paces without 
stopping. The dog is to stay at the left side of the handler with his shoulder blade even with the 
handlers leg. After traveling about 40 paces, the handler will make an about turn. Then show the 
exercise at a run for 10 paces a slow for 10 paces then back to normal. After showing the changes 
of pace the team will demonstrate a right turn, a left turn, and a about turn with a minimum of 10 
paces between. Then they will move into a group stopping at least once in the middle and 
showing a left and right turn in the group also.  

1. Free -Heeling (15 pts): Same as above only off leash.  
2. Sit out of motion (10 pts)  
3. Basic position, 10 - 15 paces normal speed, sit, minimum of 30 normal paces, stop.  
4. Down with recall (10 pts)  
5. Basic position, 10 - 15 paces normal, down, minimum of 30 paces normal, stop, call your 

dog.  
6. Down under distraction (10 pts) 

Part B Traffic test 
Controllability and behavior in street traffic 
On the judges signal, the handler proceeds with his dog on lead on the footpath of a section of 
indicated street. The judge follows the handler at a measured distance. The dog should remain at 
about knee level. The dog should behave impartially towards all pedestrians, and towards the 
motoring traffic. A short time later the handler is overtaken by a bicyclist. He will ring his bell 
several times. After this the handler goes to greet the judge to shake hands and converse with 
him. The dog must remain quiet. 
More difficult traffic conditions 
On the judges signal the handler will move in to heavier pedestrian traffic. The handler will stop 
twice in this traffic. The first time commands sit, the second time commands down. The dog must 
down quickly and quietly. The dog must follow his handler attentively and quietly, and willingly. 
And be uninfluenced by the heavy pedestrian traffic and the unaccustomed noises.. 
Behavior of dog left alone and towards other dogs. 
Handler walks a short distance and ties dog to a fence, ring in wall, etc. Handler then goes out of 
sight for 2  
minutes. Dog may stand, sit or lie down. A passerby will pass with another leashed dog about 5 
paces away from the one tied. Dog should allow this with no aggressive tendencies.  
 
        Maria Jeffrey  --  Schomberg,  ON 
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ANOTHER NEW TITLE FOR A CANADIAN CARDIGAN 
 

RALLY OBEDIENCE 
 

I’m not sure if any of you are familiar with the sport Rally Obedience, better known as Rally 
O. In Canada it is not yet a recognized dog sport by CKC (Canadian Kennel Club) but in the 
United States the AKC (American Kennel Club) recognizes it. In Canada there is a club known as 
CARO (Canadian Association of Rally Obedience). CKC will be adopting the CARO rules and 
regulations by starting to hold Rally trials in January 2007.  

Rally is a step between the Canine Good Neighbour Program and Competitive 
Obedience/Agility. Rally Obedience is a sport that the dog and the handler complete a course 
that is designed by a judge. The handler proceeds with a brisk pace and positive attitude through 
the course of designated stations 10 – 20 depending on the level. Each station will have a sign 
providing instructions regarding the exercise/ skill that must be performed. The handler is 
allowed to use unlimited amount of communication to the dog for encouragement/praise through 
the course.  

I got involved in Rally Obedience attending a workshop in the winter with Linda Barton 
who is a CARO judge [CARO is the Canadian Rally Obedience Association]. I attended two 
sessions of Linda’s coached practice sessions locally in order to learn the basic rules. Before 
attending the CWCCA (Cardigan Welsh Cardigan Corgi of America) Nationals I downloaded the 
rules and regulations to familiarize myself, then downloaded all the Novice level signs. As a break 
from training in formal obedience, I used the Rally exercises as a break for both Monti and 
myself, which also avoided the team getting tired of training the Novice level of Competitive  
Obedience. It is really straight forward to teach yourself. In my opinion Monti and I developed as 
a strong team since we both enjoy Rally so much. Rally also develops confidence and trust in both 
team members. 

At the CWCCA Nationals in Kentucky Monti and I attempted our first two qualifying scores 
(legs) and achieved both no problem. Just recently Monti and I joined Charlie attending a 
supported show for Cardigans in Waynesburgh, PA. We achieved our final leg, which completed 
our Novice Rally title (RN). We believe in history Monti is the first Canadian Cardigan Corgi to 
achieve an AKC recognized Rally title. Please inform us if this is incorrect. Monti and I will be 
training during the summer for the Advance level in AKC Rally to attempt to trial the Fall of 2006. 
[The CKC will offer Rally O titles starting in 2007.  In the meantime, there are CARO titles to be 
earned in Canada, see the story on Whip]. 

I encourage everyone to give Rally Obedience an attempt; I guarantee you will have fun 
and enjoy the sport. For more information on AKC Rally go on the AKC website 
(http://www.akc.org). For information on CARO Rally Obedience go to the CARO website 
(http://www.canadianrallyo.ca). You can download all the rules and regulations as well as the 
signs with detailed instructions how  to perform each skill/exercise on both websites. 

      Maja (Krug) Hurd.--  Guelph, ON 
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ANOTHER SIGNIFICANT ENDEAVOR 

HERDING…WHEN ORDINARY HUMILIATION JUST ISN’T ENOUGH 

  I decided to try my hand at a few herding lessons with my dog, Ozzy, after he’d done an 
amazing job in his herding instinct test.  After all, I had watched herding on television….you blow 
a whistle, the dog whispers “bah, ram, ewe” to the sheep, and they trot along obediently to 
wherever you want.  Simple!  Well, not quite.   

Trying to run around a field backwards while watching your sheep, dog, and footing is 
quite daunting to someone who considers walking and chewing gum multi-tasking.  Just when I 
felt like I was making a bit of progress and my self-confidence was raised a notch, I fell butt first 
into sheep glossettes so hard that I was sure it had registered on the Richter scale.   

Sheep cannot see straight ahead, so when they panic and run at you, it is very important to 
remember to bend your knees so that you don’t do a bowling pin imitation and go flying in the 
air.  It becomes even more interesting (and painful) when you get knocked over, land on the back 
of a sheep and go sheep surfing down the field. If you are of the opinion that sheep are sweet, 
fluffy, mild mannered creatures, I beg to differ and I have the marks to prove it.   If the dog world 
had a human equivalent, herding would be the section gone postal.   

I believe that this is the one sport in which the dog starts off knowing more than the 
handler.  Unfortunately, Ozzy still holds this opinion after more than a year of lessons.  I’d swear to 
it that I have caught him rolling his eyes at me, and yes, I’m sure I’ve seen him giving me the 
“puppy finger” on occasion.    

After months of being abused by sheep and corgi alike, we entered our first herding trial.  
Ozzy and I were going to give the first level, herding tested, a try.  Those of you who have had the 
misfortune of being in a conformation ring with me know that I am not the calmest person around.  
So we set off with stock stick in hand (that’s another story in itself) and confronted those 
deceptively sweet looking sheep.  It seemed to take hours, but our official time was 3 minutes, 44 
seconds.  I was never so happy to close a sheep pen in my life.  The best part was, we qualified.  
We now have our first leg for our herding tested title.  Another trial under a different judge is 
necessary before a title is earned.  We finished absolutely exhausted, hot, and smelling not unlike 
sweaty wool socks.  The funny thing is, I can hardly wait to do it again.   That’ll do! 

      Lucy Power - -  Barrie, ON 

[Editor’s note: Frank and Lucy Power have elevated teamwork in Cardigans to a new level.  
Frank took Ozzie into the show ring, where the dog earned his championship and a Group 
placement.  Then they got Elvis, and he also is finished.  Meanwhile, Lucy has taken Ozzie into 
herding, while Frank has taken Elvis into the obedience world.  I really admire people who get 
involved in so many aspects of corgi ownership!  And, by the way, Ozzie’s dam was bred by a 
herding judge, and both her parents have their AKC HS titles!] 
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WE SURE SHOWED THOSE BORDER COLLIES 

That was the comment handler Susan Rhoades made when accepting B.B.’s High in Trial  
rosette at the AHBA (American Herding Breeds Assn.) sheep trial at Keepstone Farm, Berryville, 
VA on July 2nd  2006 – high praise from a handler who breeds, raises and trials only border collies  
- until B.B. (Springshire’s Bouncing Blue) came along. His score of 98 was just shy of perfect. 
 B.B. dominated the three day trial, earning three titles – HRD II (intermediate ranch 
course),   HRD III (advanced ranch course) and HTAD I (started arena course). He also earned his 
first leg in HTD III (advanced trial course). This brings his total number of titles to 22.  
 The advanced title allows him to start earning points toward the HT Ch (AHBA herding 
champion)  title.            
 The third day of trial was devoted to a special large flock ranch course  limited to 12 dogs – 
7 border collies, 2 tervurens, 1 sheltie, 1 Bernese and B.B.  B.B. moved 25 sheep among three 
fields and through various obstacles earning 92 points and Reserve High in Trial.   
               
        Kathy Spilhaus – Virginia 

[Editor’s note:  Why did this appear in the Canadian newsletter?  Kathy Spilhaus is a friend and 
protégée of Sue Mesa, whose Cardigans have a strong Canadian connection.  But really, this is for 
encouragement of Canadians interested in herding.  Kathy is retired, and has taken to training 
retired show dogs to herd.  What an inspiration!] 

 
2006 BOOSTER 

CLEM SET RECORDS AS HE HAD A SUPER WEEKEND 
 

Once again the Club held a successful booster show on June 17, this time in conjunction 
with Kingston and District Kennel and Obedience Club. For several years we have held our 
eastern Canada boosters later in the summer, when school is out and people are more free to 
travel. But we decided to try something new this year so Father’s Day weekend saw us assembled 
in Kingston. This was a first for Kingston Kennel Club too as it was their first year at their new 
venue, Rideau Acres Campground, after many years at Lake Ontario Park. A torrential downpour 
on Friday night left the grounds decidedly soggy and required a couple of the rings to be moved 
or parts of them cordoned off in odd shapes, lest proficiency in the dog paddle become a 
criterion for the winners. Nevertheless, the rain held off for the rest of the weekend and in fact it 
was brutally hot and humid. Great care had to be taken to keep the dogs cool, with damp towels 
on the dogs’ backs as they waited and buckets of ice at ringside. Even those of us wearing three 
layers of sun screen did not escape unscathed! 

A total of 15 Cardigans were entered, a little smaller entry than recent years. Results can 
be found elsewhere in the newsletter, but it is worthy of note that Best of Breed, Can. & Am. Ch.  
Pluperfect Petersham [call name Clem], is 12 years old and still looks and moves like a much 
younger dog. As we know, many “retired” Cardis are only too happy to become couch potatoes 
and pack on the pounds, but Clem is still in fighting trim.  Hats off to owner Pixie Lauer who 
brought him all the way from Maine.  They had a terrific weekend, as Clem took the breed all 
three days and placed in the group on both Saturday and Sunday.  I think this is a record that will 
stand for many years.  The previous record for oldest group placer was probably Charlie 
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 MacInnes’ Finnshavn’s Whiskey Tax, who placed third in the {working} group on his tenth 
birthday.  Clem easily smashed that record by a huge margin!! 

Apart from the new venue, Kingston &DKOC was also experimenting this year with special 
awards for the best Bred by Exhibitor dog in each breed, group and at the Best in Show level. 
(This is a class where the dog must be bred, owned and shown by the same person.) I had my 
puppy, Poppy, in bred-by but as she did not take Winners I decided to take her back to the set-up 
where she could relax and stay cool. I’d forgotten all about the Bred-by competition and was 
taken completely by surprise when, after Best of Breed and Best Puppy, the ring steward called 
the two undefeated Bred-by dogs back into the ring. I shouted “Coming!” over my shoulder as I 
headed back to the set-up at a run, snapped on Poppy’s lead and ran back. I was still wheezing 
(older dogs aren’t the only couch potatoes among us!) as the judge said “your run was worth it!” 
and pointed to Poppy. This was a very gratifying win as there were several other bred by 
exhibitor entries, shown by very experienced breeders. Highlighting dogs of the exhibitor’s own 
breeding this way is something other kennel clubs might adopt. At our Specialty shows we offer 
classes for best stud dog and brood bitch, where at least two of the offspring must be shown with 
the parent, and this too focuses on the success of the breeding programme. 

Following the show we enjoyed a wonderful potluck dinner organized once again by Barb 
Hoffman, who was also responsible for prizes. Barb’s daughter Nicole tended the barbeque with 
professional skill and turned out terrific barbequed loin of both beef and pork! As usual it was a 
huge spread with lots of great food and a chance to socialize, relax, and talk shop. We were also 
able to celebrate with Sue Burchill, whose Rosita finally finished her championship at the booster! 
It’s been a long time coming and it wasn’t an easy win, either! 

Thanks to Barb, daughter Nicole, Ruth Lister, and everyone who contributed to the potluck 
for another successful booster show.  See you next year. 

     Marilyn Boissoneault  --  Williamsburg, ON 
 

FULL RESULTS 
Friday 

         Owner  Breeder 
Best of Breed  Ch. Pluperfect Petersham  Pixie Lauer   Jon Kimes 
Best of Opposite Sex Puddleduck Woodrose Naomi Lauer & Davis  Lauer & Lyons 
Best of Winners  Puddleduck Woodrose Naomi Lauer & Davis  Lauer & Lyons 
Best Puppy  Puddleduck Marymoon Tanamared  Lauer   Barb Hoffman 
Winners Dog  Pluperfect Marymoon Princelet    Lauer & Hoffman Patti Snider 
Res. Winners Dog  Pluperfect-Merrymoon Parkhouse Hoffman & Kimes Snider, Kimes & Hoffman 
Winners Bitch  Puddleduck Woodrose Naomi Lauer & Davis  Lauer & Lyons 
Res. Winners Bitch Merrymoon Love at First Sight Sue Burchill  Barb Hoffman 
 

      SATURDAY - BOOSTER 
Best of Breed & Gp IV Ch. Pluperfect Petersham  Pixie Lauer   Jon Kimes 
Best of Opposite Sex Merrymoon Love at First Sight Sue Burchill  Barb Hoffman 
Best of Winners  Merrymoon Love at First Sight Sue Burchill  Barb Hoffman 
Best Puppy  Puddleduck Marymoon Tanamared  Pixie Lauer  Barb Hoffman 
Winners Dog  Puddleduck Marymoon Tanamared  Pixie Lauer  Barb Hoffman 
Reserve Winners Dog Pluperfect-Merrymoon Parkhouse Hoffman & Kimes Snider, Kimes & Hoffman 
Winners Bitch  Merrymoon Love at First Sight Sue Burchill  Barb Hoffman 
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       Sunday 
         Owner  Breeder 
Best of Breed & Gp III Ch. Pluperfect Petersham  Pixie Lauer   Jon Kimes 
Best of Opposite Sex Ch. Merrymoon Love at First Sight Sue Burchill  Barb Hoffman 
Best of Winners  Puddleduck Sweey Sultan  Lauer & Hoffman Lauer & Hoffman 
Best Puppy  Cheysuli Aberwyvern Bone Appetit Roberson & Durgin Marilyn Boissonneault 
Winners Dog  Puddleduck Sweey Sultan  Lauer & Hoffman Lauer & Hoffman 
Reserve Winners Dogq Pluperfect Marymoon Princelet    Lauer & Hoffman Patti Snider 
Winners Bitch  Cheysuli Aberwyvern Bone Appetit Roberson & Durgin Marilyn Boissonneault 
Reserve Winners Bitch Aberwyvern Remembrance  M. Boissonneault Marilyn Boissonneault 

NEXT YEAR  I’m glad you mentioned next year.  Barb has asked anyone who is interested 
in coming to boosters next year to supply her with answers to several questions.  The specialty 
next year is in Calgary, which is too far for many busy easterners.  Maybe we could have two 
boosters.  Well, members, here’s your chance for input.  [1] One booster or two?  [2] Where and 
when?  [3]  Are you willing to help organize?  Trophies?  Club liaison? Raffle?   
 We have to be practical.  For example, my home all-breed Club is the Aurora and District 
Kennel Club, whose shows are the last weekend in May.  ADKC would be pleased to host our 
booster.  Well,the CWCCA Specialty will be in California during the week of 5 - 12 May.  We 
depend on our New England members to enter boosters up here.  If they are going to California, 
they will still be recovering.  If not, maybe they will have the show itch??  Summer boosters, when 
school is out, have good entries.  So, should we have one in late August?  Well, CCCC specialty is 
the first weekend in August, will we be back, or should the booster be for stay-at-homes?  Barb 
would really like input from all who are interested.  She needs it soon, so she can contact show-
giving clubs.  Contact Barb at marymoon@kos.net or 366 Davis Lock Road, Elgin, ON,  K0G 1E0, 
or    613-359-5845.  

OBEDIENCE BOOSTER REPORT   Once I found out that the booster this year was at the 
Kingston District Kennel Club show, I held off entering Monti in Obedience for the following 
weekend. Mom and I decided we would take this as a weekend getaway with our dogs. Mom and 
I left from Toronto at the crack of dawn and arrived in no time to the show location. When we 
arrived two rings were saturated in rain water from a storm the night before thus everything was 
delayed by a half an hour. We took a walk around and see where the Obedience ring was 
located. On the way up I had coached mom to stay away from the ring because of Monti’s super 
skills in ring surfing. The first trial mom hid behind a tree but because the wind was so strong 
Monti found her scent and decided to go track it during off leash heeling. The second trial mom 
stayed by the car with her new friend from Vermont that was showing her Golden Retriever. We 
qualified in flying colours and took highest score in Novice A class. We had some time before 
Owen (mom’s dog) to be ready for the Conformation ring. Thus mom and I had a nice visit with 
mom’s new friend and Charlie MacInnes. Time for the Booster judging, mom setup camp by the 
ringside, she was quite entertained by watching both the people and the dogs in the ring. One 
memorable moment for mom was a puppy Pembroke Corgi jumping into mom’s lap and she 
couldn’t believe the condition of this young dog’s teeth. After the Best in Show judging, Barb 
Hoffman once again pulled off a very nice potluck. There was so much good food and stories 
enjoyed by everyone that attended.          
  Maja Hurd  --  Guelph, ON 
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CWCCA SPECIALTY 2006, FORT MITCHELL, KENTUCKY 

Several Canadians attended the American specialty this year.  I asked all of them to send me their impressions, 
and here are their submissions.           
From Tenille Whiteford:            
 My husband and I attended our first CWCCA national specialty this year with our dog Tory, otherwise 
known as Yasashiikuma Tornado Warning CD, SADC, CGC. As an introduction, Tory is my first dog. She is 
almost 3 years old, and we are active in agility and competitive obedience.      
  The specialty was a great experience. A few lessons I learned while attending:  
 1.  Rally is a lot of fun. I had never seen a rally course before attending the specialty, but I 
decided to enter anyway. I did take a look at the signs before we left, but I basically just relied on 
our skills from the obedience ring. It turned out to be a blast! It’s a lot more fun when you can talk 
to the dog (and Tory’s heeling is great when I can talk!). A brag: we got two perfect scores and 
two first places in Novice A. People were “complaining” that they were beat by a Canadian who 
had never seen rally.           
 2.   A dog should be awake for more than two minutes before entering the obedience 
ring. On the first day of obedience, I thought the judge was going to take lunch before Novice A, 
so Tory was asleep in her crate. The judge did not take lunch, and we were the second dog in the 
ring! I did my best to wake Tory up, but she was still half a ring behind during the fast portion of 
the heel free. A related lesson: obedience judges at specialties are very forgiving. The second 
day was much better. We ended up with a second place and a first place in Novice A.   
  3.  There is nothing cuter than a line of cardigans in the obedience ring. Tory and I 
were the only obedience entry that made in into the ring for the 2005 CCCC specialty. I was very 
excited to see a line of cardigans at this specialty for the sits and downs.     
  4.   Tory and I need to work on our “leave it” command. I had also entered agility, but 
it didn’t go well. It was our first experience with outdoor agility. Eating the goose poop in the ring 
was apparently more exciting than listening to me. Suffice to say, we did not even attempt agility 
on the second day.             
 5. Lights are not necessary for a CGC test. There was a power outage at the host hotel on 
the night we were attempting the CGC test. Thanks to the assistance of a couple flashlights, the 
test continued, and we did pass.           
 6.  Husbands are much happier at shows if there is wireless internet. My husband is 
very supportive of our dog activities – he attends every show/trial as “transportation and 
logistics”. However, he does get bored. At this host hotel, the wireless internet was available in 
the ballroom, and my husband was happy to spend all day at the obedience/rally rings.   
 We had a great time at the CWCCA specialty. Next stop: complete our RN and Am. CD at 
the CWCCWR regional specialty in August.         
        Tennille Whiteford  --  Toronto, ON 

From Kathryn Arthur: 
My first ‘big’ trip for a dog show was this past May when I headed to Kentucky for the CWCCA 
National Specialty.  It was doubly special as I was heading to horse country!  I was very excited 
when Charlie confirmed that we would be spending 2 nights at the Kentucky Horse Park 
Campground.  We arrived late in the afternoon on May 19th.  The first night we discovered this is 
not a place to stay when there is a large show going on at the Horse Park.  It seemed like we were 
sleeping in a truck stop with diesel pickups driving by at all hours of the night. 
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 The first full day in Kentucky Maja Hurd and I headed to the Horse Park, while Kaye 
Langshaw and Charlie spent the day at the herding trials.  The Horse Park was beautiful, but for 
future reference I wouldn’t recommend walking from the Horse Park to the Campground 
(especially right after taking the trail riding tour).  On the following day, Maja, Charlie and I went 
to the herding venue.  I had never seen herding up close and personal, and it was very 
interesting to see!  The duck herding was especially fascinating as I would never have believed 
cardigans could leave any kind of winged creature unharmed, let alone herd them, unless I had 
seen it with my own eyes.   
 We pulled out that night and headed back north to a KOA campground about 20 minutes 
from the venue for the rest of events.  The trucks at the horse park were very loud and annoying, 
but they didn’t compare to the busy freeway that was right beside the KOA campground, or the 
train tracks (that were very frequently used, with lots of crossings over them) that ran the other  
side and front of the campground.  Thankfully we were busy during the day, so we were too tired 
to really notice the noise around us at night!  We were lucky that both campgrounds had decent 
areas where we could take the dogs for long walks and feel somewhat comfortable with some off 
leash for a bit. 
 Maja competed in the Obedience ring as well as Rally both Monday and Tuesday.  Again I 
had never seen these in person, and it gave me a much better understanding of how much time 
and training were put into these dogs to get them where they are!  Although I was not that 
impressed with the overall look and conformation of most of the performance dogs, (there were 
some really nice ones there though, don’t get me wrong) there were some very well trained dogs 
there regardless. 
 The conformation days were amazing!  I couldn’t get over the number of Cardigan Corgis 
that were there; the wide variance in styles, sizes and colour! 
 The CWCCA also had 2 Breeder’s Education Seminars available to those that wanted to 
attend.  The first was solely on their standard, so that new people to the breed could understand 
what exactly they were striving for in a ‘perfect’ dog (though I realize there is no ‘perfect’ dog in 
reality, but what one should be striving for in a breeding program).  They also discussed how 
some weak points in conformation affect the dog’s movement and soundness.  There were a 
number of people there who have been in Cardigans for years, and they were very helpful in 
bringing up points that had been skimmed over or by putting things into terms that people could 
understand. 
 The second seminar was on reproduction.  This also was a well discussed topic, covering a 
wide range of things from pre-breeding all the way to raising and weaning a litter.  This seminar 
was very interesting.  It was too bad it wasn’t carried over into another evening seminar to cover 
everything to the same extent. 
 I highly recommend that anyone who gets a chance to attend a CWCCA National Specialty to do so.  It 
was very informative, great fun, and there were a lot of friendly people there as well!    
        Kathryn Arthur  --  St. Mary’s ON    
 
From Charlie MacInnes:  Well, yes, I went to CWCCA too, so did Kaye Langshaw.  We 
spent the first weekend at herding.  I went to talk with my long-time friend Sue Mesa, and many 
other good friends.  A worthwhile sight was Sue’s second son, Gus, showing more than one dog in 
herding.  Now, you can’t ask for it much better than to have your own sheep at home, and a 
mother who is a teacher and judge of herding.  Actually he says he prefers showing in 
conformation.  But Gus is an independent hand, and did a fine job with his own dog.  It was  
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particularly nice to see a couple of distinguished show dogs herd sheep with competence.  (See Kathy  Spilhuas’ 
note in this newsletter, BB was one of the two!)          
 The next round was obedience and rally.  Canadian dogs did well, as preceding stories showed.  Plus, 
their owners wrote stories about their exploits, which is a newsletter editor’s dream.  Thank you all. 
 When it came to conformation, there were so many dogs that it made my head spin.  Best of 
Breed went to Grangefield’s Inquistive (Jo-Jo), who is thus on the way to the breed’s first Grand 
Slam.  So far this year she has won Best of Breed at Westminster, Crufts and CWCCA.  I will watch 
her closely at the CWCA 80th Jubilee Specialty in September.  Loosening the British quarantine 
rules has hugely changed the dog show game, for those who have the money to afford it! 
 My one negative comment is that the male specials were, for the most part, too massive for 
my taste.  Lore Bruder has written about the difficulties these too big Cardigans experience while 
herding, and we need to think beyond the show ring when we are breeding.  It may be that 
bigger, more imposing dogs do better in the Group ring at all-breed shows. However, a good 
proportion of the recent Best in Show Cardigans have been of moderate and correct size.  It is 
also worth noting the proportion of CWCCA specialties that have been won by bitches in recent 
years.  These are lessons to heed!           
 The week was so packed with events that I had to miss a couple of seminars that I wanted to 
attend.  The long evening session on breeding was led by a Canadian dog show graduate, Dr. 
Tanya Ross (DVM University of Guelph).  The session was long because Tanya invited audience 
participation throughout, taking the sensible tack of answering questions on each subject before 
she moved on.  And it was audience interest that stretched things out.   
 Oh (blush), this Canadian did well in the photo contest.  My pictures won all four placings 
in the Prtrait category, and an action shot took third in General 
        Charlie MacInnes – Uxbridge, ON 
 

EDITORIAL 

This is a big issue, but the beauty of it from an editor’s point of view is that other people wrote 
almost all of it.  I am trying to get the content as varied as I can.  Most CCCC members do not 
show their dogs, so I have asked everyone to write about all the things their Cardigans do.  It’s 
great to hear about a Cardigan who became a hero.  It is also wonderful to hear about Cardigans 
in performance sports, of which there is now a wide variety open to Cardigans across Canada.  
This did not start out to be a performance issue, but contributions from active sports came in thick 
and fast, so we ended up with a review of the versatility of our breed.  Well, those of you who did 
not write something for this, or the last newsletter, I want to know if you like these bulky issues 
that have some of everything.  If you do, please think of contributing yourself.  Don’t worry about 
your writing skills:  my job as editor is to make it sound right, and I am happy to do it.   
 This is a NEWS LETTER.  Let us hear from you !  I would love to hear from a really young 
person about their new Cardigan puppy!         
 I also need feedback.  Are the photos making this too big a file for your e-mail??  I am on 
dial-up too, so it takes a long time to send them.  But I think it’s nice to have them.  Note that we 
now have a photo gallery feature, so send in your favourite shots! 

       Charlie MacInnes – Uxbridge, ON 
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AN AMPHIBIOUS CARDIGAN 
 

The perfect set-up for a swimming lesson – hot day; gentle waves; sandy beach and an older 
Cardigan gleefully churning through the water grasping a highly desirable toy. For Katie (now a 
year old), her first few forays to the beach had seen her bouncing up and down with excitement 
and wading in to bark at the waves, gulls and the BC Ferry. But the slightest hint of losing contact 
with the sand sent her retreating at high speed back up the beach – until yesterday.  During a 
desperate race with my other Cardigan for the stick, Katie’s galloping momentum carried her in 
beyond her depth and suddenly, wide-eyed, she was afloat and paddling hard. Having taken the 
plunge, only technical difficulties remained: how to grab and hold on to the stick without a 
mouthful of water; don’t shake your ears while swimming (they fill  up with even more water) and 
don’t grab the tail, even the tip, of a stronger swimmer – she can turn and dunk you.  
 
 
 

 
 

 
As Al Alcock says on his Welgem web site, “Cardigans are one of the most versatile dogs in the 

world.  There is virtually nothing that they cannot do given their size and body structure.”. The Cardigan’s long 
back spreads their body weight in the water and their legs, although not long, are powerful with broad paws - an 
effective combination for strong swimming. The inner layer of the double coat stays dry for quite a while which 
keeps them warm and adds flotation (no surprise to anyone who baths a Cardigan). It is not just body structure – 
Cardigans have a can-do attitude – perhaps one of their most endearing qualities and one that must have 
contributed to their persistence as a small herding dog in the Welsh hills all those years.  

 
      Anne Gunn  - Salt Spring Island, BC 
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FINDING A MENTOR 
“Of course I’ll be easy to find – I’ll be the one with a Cardigan”. And with those words, I had no 
difficulty in finding Gloria Graham and her two Cardigans,  Pearl (Airlie Denbigh Deja Vu) and 
Cleo (Denbigh Belly Dancer) at a Vancouver Island dog show. Then the questions started as 
Gloria had been nominated as a mentor to a dog show novice. To explain why, I have to return to 
the beginning of this story.           
 The story starts, as so many Cardigan stories do, with Charlie MacInnes, as he is the one 
who launched me into Cardigans and into showing with Katie. Katie (Finnshavn Tuktu Kishiani), a 
beautiful sable yearling of impeccable parentage, whose virtues are dazzling – in my eyes. With 
that statement then I reveal both my optimism and inexperience and thus, the need for a mentor 
or three.              
 Cardigans are neither plentiful nor evenly spread across Canada. So with Charlie living in 
Ontario and Katie now in BC via the NWT, help for the launch of a show career was restricted to 
panicky phone calls and emails. Fortunately, Charlie had another answer – Gloria. Without 
batting an eye (at least audibly over the phone), Gloria agreed to meet at the next dog show. 
Gloria and her mother, Marion, are long-time Cardigan people (see the last two CCCC 
newsletters).              
 My only previous exposure to a dog show had been briefly at the 2004 Specialty at 
Whitehorse, YT, with a spayed female Cardigan (with Al Alcock’s patient and entertaining help). 
But on Vancouver Island, with Katie as a hopeful show prospect, within a few moments, I realized 
that web sites (even Cardicommentary) and reading books (not to mention watching the movie 
‘Best in Show’) were not enough.  Luckily, Gloria was there to explain a myriad of things. Best of 
all were encouraging comments and a critical eye for Katie’s strengths and weaknesses. Gloria 
also had practical suggestions about grooming and the best pace in the ring especially in the 
Group with large and small dogs all going at their best pace. I was somewhat taken back by the 
competitiveness (or impatience) of some handlers and again, Gloria’s comments made even that 
seem funny.  I had no idea that the judge’s gestures and signs could be so subtle if I had not been 
told what to expect.  Meanwhile Gloria was showing one dog in conformation and her other dog 
in obedience and yet never was too pre-occupied to help me in that and subsequent shows.  
Without a commentary from the judge, the judging conveys relatively little information as to why 
dogs are placed for the novice in a show. Standing alongside a knowledgeable person can supply 
at least some of that information although I gather that the basis for the judge’s choice may not 
always be clear!             
 Practice (going to several shows) without training was not going to lead to much 
improvement. I was lucky that Gloria was at other shows which is a continued help. And it dawned 
on me (a little late) about the advantage of learning more about handling. With that training, came 
more confidence which spills over into a better moving and happier-looking Katie.  Being nudged 
toward  basic obedience class and learning to have the dog ‘stand’ made the next step of free-
stacking much less mysterious. Obvious that may seem now – a few months ago it was not the 
case.               
 Importantly, the help and advice made the show far more fun, led to meeting other 
(helpful) people and opened my eyes to other Cardigan potential (more on that another time). 
The point has been made before that the Canadian Cardigan ‘Old Guard’ is not getting any 
younger which leads to the need to pass on the knowledge and experience of our wonderful  
breed. One way is to show off Cardigans (shows, obedience, agility, herding etc).  And for that, 
us novices need mentors – so thank you Charlie, Gloria, and Al.  Anne Gunn Salt Spring Is.  BC 
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PHOTO GALLERY 

 

Here you see Katie, the new swimmer, shaking water out of her ears.  Doesn’t Beka look pleased!! 

      Photo by Anne Gunn  --  Salt Spring Island  BC 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

It was very interesting talking to Brian Delinte about his ordeal and his corgi Samson.  
Samson was purchased as a gift for his daughter and no one had any intention of him becoming 
anything but a house pet.   So the fact that he has had an influence on a confirmed, diehard, 
trialing Border Collie man really does say a lot about how these guys get into a person’s heart and 
soul. 
 Here are a few of the comments from Brian and his family about the Cardigan corgi 
Samson. 
[1] Samson may be the smallest dog on the place, but he really is the toughest and the boss. 
[2]  Samson lies on the deck and guards  all that he can see with no fear.  Deer, elk, moose, and 
bear are not welcome in his domain, and yet the cows and horses are completely OK anywhere, 
anytime.  You can tell that he keeps the deer out as Mrs. Delinte has wonderful flower beds with 
lots of columbine, a deer candy bar, with no protecting fence.  Most of us have to use electric  
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fence to keep the deer out.  He has been known to tree a black bear and bark warnings of a 
grizzly. 
[3]  Samson is now part of the Border Collie pup training.  When Brian is filling troughs with grain 
for the 100+ hungry yearlings, it is Samson’s job to keep them at bay until the buckets are all 
poured in.  Brian has found that by letting the pups push the cattle away with Samson in the lead, 
showing them how it is done, they have better drive when it is needed later in life. 
[4]  Samson is never tied up and pups until a certain age are also left loose.  Even when the 
mother of the pups has had enough of them Samson will play, tumble, rumble and teach the pups 
for hours.  He is very good with the pups and yet never a pushover. 
[5]  Samson is a continual source of amusement when they head out on rides.  Every time a new 
person sees him coming along they are astounded first that he wants to come and second that he 
makes it. 

Brian commented that in his “next” corgi he would like him leaner and leggier.  Samson is 
on the heavy side, not fat, just big, and a little low in the chest.   

Hey, I was just tickled that he said “next”. 
 

Rick and Lore would like to award the Olivia trophy to Samson not because of his heroics 
but because he has changed how a cowboy looks at a Cardigan Corgi! 

I am looking forward to seeing many of you in New Brunswick.  Remember that the Annual 
General Meeting is a forum for members.  Please e-mail your agenda items as soon as possible.  
You may, of course, bring up a new topic at the actual meeting, but I think discussions benefit if 
everyone has time to think about agenda items. 

Lore Bruder  --  Pincher Creek AB 

SPECIALTY RAFFLE – IMPORTANT !! 

 The raffle at the Specialty is a big part of how we pay for that event, so it is important  
for the support of the club.  Now that most of the newsletters  go out by e-mail, the old way of 
sending raffle tickets  with the newsletter won’t work.  So here’s how it will work this year:  
 [1]  Tickets cost $1.00 each, or 3 for $5.00.        
 [2]  Send exact money to the club treasurer, Stephanie Toman (address on front page).
 [3]  Make sure you include a card with your name, correct mailing address, and number of 
tickets.             
 [4]  Lore and Louann will write your name on the correct number of tickets, and add them 
to the hat.  Tickets are picked in order, and, if you are not there, Lore and Louann will choose 
something they think you might like.            
 [5]  Items not picked up at the show will be mailed.  

 [6]  Donations to the raffle will be gratefully accepted.  In past years we have had a 
wide variety of dog items, plus  home made jams and preserves, photo albums and frames, 
etc.  Use your imagination, and send what you wish had been in the last raffle you attended.  
Send items to Stephanie Toman, in time to arrive in PEI before 14 August.  Better still, bring 
them to the show! 
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MICHAEL 

 
CANADIAN & AMERICAN CHAMPION 

 FINNSHAVN’S MICHAEL OARSMAN 

 
12 February 1993 – 24 June 2006 

Michael was owned by Charlie MacInnes, bred by Jennifer van Sligtenhorst, from a bitch of 
Charlie’s that Fanny Edwards had placed.  Michael carried the flag for our breed in Canadian 
show rings for several years.  When he retired he had earned over 50 group placements in 
Canada, plus one in the USA.  He also left a huge legacy of quality puppies.  Michael was a 
friendly and mild-mannered dog.  He lived much of his life away from ‘home’.  When he was on 
the show campaign, he lived with Sue Bain, then, when he retired, he went to live with Fern Hunt.  
His last litter, born at Fern’s after the Winnipeg specialty, was of especially high quality. 
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EMILY ANN 

 

CANADIAN CHAMPION 

ROBINHOOD NOTHIN’ BUT BLUE SKY  C.D. 

9 NOVEMBER 1991 - 1 JULY 2006 

The grand old lady of the Finnshavn property is gone, and it will be a long time before we see her like again.  
Emily was bred, owned, cherished, and spoiled by Sherry Saunders. When she was born, Sherry was working at 
a Global Pet foods store, so 8-week-old Emily became a regular there.  That was key to understanding her 
character.  She had to be well trained, and despite her strong personality, she really listened to instructions.  She 
could wind strangers around her paw, she respected the cockatoo and the cats, and she would disappear behind 
the counter on instruction.  She learned early that if she acted ‘really cute’ customers might buy her a treat from 
the cookie barrel.  She invented the art of ‘belly slutting’.  She would come in from the side at some speed, and 
roll over while slowing to a stop, so that she ended up at someone’s feet with her very rubbable chest 
uppermost.   As Sherry moved to other businesses, all dog-oriented, Emily went too, and impressed generations 
of customers about how well behaved corgis are.  She had a distinguished show career.  Emily was a very good 
teacher and  disciplinarian where puppies were concerned.  She tolerated puppies, but taught them the Emily 
rules of good behaviour.  She welcomed generations of puppy buyers to the house. And her descendants left 
their mark on the breed.  Rest well, old friend. 
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SPECIALTY 2006 
IT’S ALMOST HERE 
ARE YOU COMING? 

ARE YOU READY? 
HAVE YOU SENT YOUR ENTRIES? 

 
 
Yes, the Specialty is getting close.  In fact,  if you have not already entered, you have missed the 
early bird entry deadline, and you don’t have long to go before the final deadline, midnight on 31 
July.  Send entries to:  Sue Rioux, 501 Damascus Road, Hampton, NB  E5N 4A6  (506) 832-0432.  
Note:  If you are sending entries by courier, please sign the line which allows the driver to leave 
the envelope without requiring a signature.  That covers the possibility that Sue Rioux is away for 
a bit, at the grocery store, for example.   Obedience is staged by a second club, the Kennebacasis 
Obedience Club.  Closing is 2 August, send entries to Trudi Haslett, 900 Milledge Ave., Saint John, 
NB  E2K 2P3 (506) 652-1234, Fax (506) 631-0197.     
 
Need entry forms?  Go to  canuckdogs.com  , pick Atlantic Region, then pick Shows and Trails.  
Look for New Brunswick Kennel Club, and Kennebecasis Obedience Club.  You can download 
both premium lists and entry forms.  There are quick ways to send entries described there too.  
The CCCC specialty is part of the NBKC premium list. 
 
The big news is that we are planning a real down east, informal dinner on Monday evening, after 
Best in Show.  This will be a LOBSTER AND MUSSEL BOIL.  Steph Toman will bring the lobsters 
and mussels from PEI, so she needs to know how many are coming ASAP.  Please e-mail her if you 
are going to be there, her e-mail address is on page 1.  If someone in your party cannot eat 
seafood (there is one in my group), please let us know so we can provide something non-
allergenic, like steak.  There will be a charge, to be announced at the show.  You will be 
responsible for your own drinks, although I will bring some extra white wine.    There are some 
Maritime specialty beers, plus blueberry wine, etc, so lots of choices. 
 
There will be a cluster of trailers – mine and Lore Bruder’s rented unit for sure – in the arena 
parking lot.  So far that is headquarters, and the site of the lobster boil.  Look for at least two 
CCCC flags flying over the trailers. 
 
There will be an Annual General Meeting on Tuesday, 22 August.  We want to start this as early as 
possible, as the NBKC is putting on a free feed for exhibitors in the evening.  We will have a 
definite time by the time the specialty happens on Monday. 
 
Even if you are not a show person, please come and watch.  We will do our best to help you 
understand what is going on.  And come to the meeting – this is your club, too, and we want to 
hear from you. 
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